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Message from Dr. Chu



What Happened?

 New equipment - Mercury porosity meter
 Bought with UCB money

 Vendor removed a valve during
installation and later tried to pressurize
the system

 2-4 kilograms of mercury spilled (4-9
pounds)

 Vendor & LBNL technician did not isolate
the spill and tried to clean it up without
help

 Technician found more mercury later that
day and notified supervisor.  EHS was
called.



Consequences

 EHS found mercury in the room,
hallway, elevator and stairwell in
Molecular Foundry

 Technician’s jeans were disposed of
as hazardous waste

 EHS has developed a subcontractor
safety screening process
 Pilot plan
 Applied to lab this summer



Staff Responsibilities

 Researcher must recognize if new
equipment = new hazard
 Procedures
 Spill kit
 Contact Supervisor, Safety Coordinator or EHS

 SWIMS
 Stop and think
 Warn others
 Isolate the area
 Monitor yourself carefully and completely
 Stay in or near area until help arrives


